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For  more  than  thirty  years,  the  Unlverflty  of  Edinburgh  has  been  cele¬ 
brated  over  Europe  as  a  School  of  Medicine.  The  fame  of  its  Profef- 
fors  drew  a  vaft  concourfe  of  Students  to  attend  Le£l:ures  that  were  foon  diftin- 
guifliedTor  uncommon  excellence.  Of  thofewho  thus  contributed  to  extend 
its  early  reputation,  the  refpe£i:able  names  of  Gregory  and  Whytt,  ought 
chiefly  to  be  mentioned  ;  though  to  none  a  higher  praife  is  due  than  to  that 
of  the  late  Dr  Alexander  Monro,*  who  indeed  may  bejuftly  confideredas 
the  great  parent  of  this  medical  feminary.  Since  his  time,  its  fame  has  been 
rapidly  and  invariably  increafmg ;  and  the  number  of  ftrangers  who  reforted 
to  it  for  inflru^don  has  continually  augmented.  Fortunately  for  the  inflitution, 
the  fame  merit  which  diflinguiflied  the  founders  defeended  to  their  fucceflTors  ; 
and  the  lofs  which  otherwife  might  have  arifen  from  their  death,  tended  but 
little  to  retard  that  progrefs  towards  celebrity  which  their  laudable  exertions 
had  fo  happily  begun.  The  friends  of  the  Univerfity  perceived  with  pleafure, 
that  under  the  prefent  Profeflbrs  its  character  has  not  been  diminifhed.  Stu¬ 
dents  arrive  not  only  from  all  parts  of  the  Britifli  iflands,  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
America,  but  the  theatres  are  crowded  with  pupils  from  every  nation  in  Eu- 
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have  attended  the  Infirmary.  The  conneftion  that  fnbfilled  between  them  and 

blfitr  --  -  intercourre  of  mutual 

b  efits.  1  heir  ample  and  uniform  contributions  *  aflforded  a  convenient  aid  to 

canty  and  precarious  revenues,  which  every  art  of  felicitation  had  for  a  fe. 

tb?  r  employed  to  extort  from  the  generoCty  or  oftentation  of 

bi  ff  **^1-  ^  Prudence  of  the  Managers  did  not  yet  refufe  every  equita- 

ent  1  attendance  in  the  Houfe  defirable,  and  as  fubfervi- 

rea  T  ^  j  confiftent  with  the  great  ends  of  its  inftitution.  The 

rehpfh  Students  merited  and  obtained  from  them  politenefs  and 

refpeaj  and  thus  the  welfare  of  the  Hofpital,  and  the  benefit  of  its  pupils. 

ere  equa  y  promoted,  fuch  a  period,  it  could  not  eafily  have  been  fore- 

een,  that  a  body  of  men,  fo  much  interefted  in  the  profperity  of  the  city 

'  the  .V  ««  at  once  from 

have  any  ungenerous  innovation,  llaould 

deprived  the  Students  of  advantages  they  had  fo  long  enjoyed.  Such  an 

event  however,  was  nm  far  diftant.  In  the  month  of  June  1785,  under  pre- 

"^^“'arities  fuppofed  to  have  been  committed  by  individuals, 
t  le  Managers  thought  proper  to  involve  the  whole  body  in  the  punilhment’  - 

ullefs^  following  regulations,  to  render  attendimce  on  the  Hofpital  entirely 


For  ,IW  ]aft  thirty  years,  the  Student,  of  Medicine  have  ndt  contributed  lefs  than  cool, 
annua  y  to  the  funds  of  tne  Infirmary.  The  Managers  at  prefent  talk  loudly  of  the  flonrilhing 
llate  of  tts  revenue,  and  their  total  independence  of  any  farther  afiiftance  from  the  Students 
The  time  has  been,  tvhen  they  did  not  difdain  to  have  plays  aded  for  its  maintenance,  nor  ta 
purchafe,  by  the  ufe  of  tts  long  room,  the  profits  of  a  fubfcription-ball.  (See  Hijlory  of  the 
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Royal  Infirmary,  June  15.  i7^5’ 

^  THE  Managers  finding  that  much  abufe  and  diforder  has  been  introduced 
into  the  Houfe,  by  the  Students  being  admitted  into  the  Wards  at  irregu- 
lar  hours,  and  almofi;  at  all  times. 

Do  HEREBY  RESOLVE, 

«  That  this  bufmefs,  hereafter,  be  put  under  certain  regulations.— And, 
therefore, 

ORDER, 

««  1,  That  no  Student  (except  in  company  with  the  Phyficians,  or  Surges 
ons  in  charge,  or  Clinical  Profeflbrs)  during  the  time  of  their  attendance, 
be  admitted  into  the  Hofpital  before  twelve  o’clock  noon. 

«  2.  That  the  doors  of  the  Hofpital  be  locked  every  day  at  two  o’clock 
“  in  the  evening,  and  that  no  Student  be  allowed  to  remain  in  the  houfe  aftet 

“  that  hour. 

«  3.  That  the  Dreffers  fliall  come  every  day  to  do  their  refpeftive  pieces 
«  of  bufmefs  enjoined  them  by  the  Phyficians  or  Surgeons,  exaftly  at  four 
«  o’clock ;  and,  that  they  Oiall  finifli  the  fame  before  five  ;  fo  that  there  be 
«  no  pretJnee  for  opening  the  doors  of  the  Hofpital  before  the  firfi,  or  keep- 
«  ing  them  open  after  the  fecond  hour  mentioned.— And  the  Managers  order, 
that  no  Student  whatever  be  allowed  to  enter  with  the  Drelfers,  or  to're- 
main  with  them  while  they  are  doing  their  bufmefs. 

“  4.  That  no  Student  be  admitted  into  any  of  the  Wards  of  the  Hofpital 
«  to  vifit  any  of  the  patients,  before  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening ;  and  that 
«  when  admitted,  then  it  ftiall  be  only  in  company  with  the  Phyftcians  or  Surge 
»  ons  Clerks,  who  are  alfo  ordered  to  put  every  queftion  to  the  patients  tHt 
«  any  Student  may  defire,  as  the  Managers  judge  it  proper,  that  queftior*  be 

“  put  to  the  patients  by  the  Clerks  only. 
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^  “  5.  That  thefe  vifits  of  the  Students  be  always  finilhed  before  eight 
“  o’clock,  and  that  then  the  doors  of  the  feveral  Wards  be  locked  up; 

and  that  no  Student  be  allowed  to  remain  in  any  of  the  Wards,' or  to  en- 
“  ter  them  again  for  that  night. 

♦ 

The  Managers,  however,  hereby  declare.  That  the  above  regulations 
are  not  intended  to  affea  the  bufmefs  of  the  Lying-in-ward,  to  which  they 
allow  Students  to  have  accefs  at  all  times  of  .the  day  and  night ;  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  difcharging  any  of  the  Students  attending  that  Ward  from 
going  into  any  other  part  of  the  Hofpital. 

c.  “  It  is  hereby  further  declared.  That  thofe  Gentlemen  (Students) 
“  who  may  defire  to  confult,  and  perhaps,  to  copy  the  journals  of  the  Phyfi* 
“  Clans  and  Surgeons,  ftiall  have  accefs  fo  to  do.  And  for  that  purpofe, 
“  that  the  Students  waiting-room,  and  the  books  of  the  Clerks,  be  open  to 

them  eveiy  forenoon,  from  eleven  to  twelve  o’clock,  and  every  evening 
from  fix  to  feven.” 


Alarmed  at  thefe  innovations,  which  they  conceived  to  convey  both  in- 
■folt  and  injury,  the  .  Students  afleinbled  to  deliberate  by  what  means  they 
might  bell;  vindicate  their  dignity,  and  preferve  their  interefts.  The  refult 
of  their  deliberations  was  a  remonftrance  to  the  Managers  of  the  Infirmary, 
in  which  they  urged  their  grievances,  with  that  freedom  of  complaint  which 
the  circumftances  demanded,- their  right- to  tvhich  they  did  not  yet  ima- 
glhe  was  fo  foon  to  be  denied.  .A  Gentleman  diftinguilhed  by  his  abilities 
his  literary  acquifitions,  and  his  firmnels  of  conduft,  on  this  occaiion  prefided 
at  their  meeting.. 


The  Students  ofMedlcine  lit  the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  inform  the  j 

Managers  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  | 

I 

‘\rHAT  they  conCdcr  themfelves  as  much  iiyured,  andfikely  to  be  dc- 
Pi^d  of  the  benefits  to.  be  derived  from  the  Infirmary,  by  feveral  resula-  M 
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tions  lately  formed  by  the  Managers.  Thefe  regulations  contain  a  general 
charge  againft  them,  of  introducing  much  diforder  and  abufe  into  the  In¬ 
firmary  ;  tvhich  they  conceive  not  only  to  be  injurious,  but  unjuft.  Inju¬ 
rious,  becaufe  they  will  imprefs  a  bad  opinion  of  the  Students  in  general, 
upon  every  perfon  under  whofe  notice  they  maylfall,  without  knowing  the 
manner  in  which  they  originated.  Unjuft,  becaufe  they  involve  a  great 
number  of  Gentlemen,  who  have  never  committed  either  abufe  or  difor¬ 
der,  as  the  regulations  ftate. 

“  That  they  will  be  deprived  of  many  of  the  benefits  that  may  be  deri- 
«  ved  from  the  Infirmary,  by  the  reftriaions  refpeaing  the  time  of  vifiting  pa- 
“  tients,  becaufe  fhefe  reftriaions  render  it  impolllble  for  the'  Students  to  at- 

«  tend  to  the  patients  themfelves. 

«  The-  great  objea  of  a  Student’s,  attendance  at  an  Infirmary,  is  to  exa- 
«  mine'the.  phmnornena  of  difeafes' for  himfelf,  and  to  fee  the  method  of 
'«  treating  the  fick.  Thefe  regulations  have  a  direa  tendency  to.  prevent 
«  ‘his  They  are  calculated  to  divert  the  Student’s  attention  from  the  pa- 
«  tient  to  the  Phyficiaiis  and  Clerks  of  the  Infirmary ;  and,  therefore,  will 
«  be  of  the.  higheft  detriment  to  the  Student  who  willies  to  become  acquaint- 

ed  with  difeafes^ 

“  That  the  reftriaions  from  attending  the, Drelfers,  are  equally  excep¬ 
tionable.  A  knowledge  of  the  fmall  operations  which  are  performed  by 

the  Dreffers,  and  of  the  method  of  applying  ekaricity,  &c.  is  fo  nece  ary 
for  every  Medical  Gentleman,  that  it  would  be  lliameful  to  be  ignorant  o 
them.  Many  Gentlemen  have  no  other  way  of  acquiring  this  knowle  ge, 
but  by  attending  in  afternoons,  and  this  regulation  deprives  them  of  that 

important  opportunity.. 

Titat  the  Students  are  prevented  from'  attending  to  the  accidents  that 

be  teoegh.  into  the  Inltaary ,  to  dilTeaions.  and  to  many  otl.erob- 
jea.  that  may  occur  at  thofe  timer  when  they  are  not  permuted  to  emer 

it*.  - 
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hat,  if  any  abufes  have  been  committed,  they  objefl  to  the  princF- 
p  es  upon  which  thefe  regulations  have  been  formed  ;  as  it  is  unjuftifiablc 
to  deprive  the  whole  body  of  Students  of  thofe  privileges,  to  which  they 
are  entitled  (by  long  cuftom,'  as  well  as  juftice,)  merely  becaufe  a  few  if: 
regulaiities  have  bcen  committed  by  individuals.” 


The  Managers  had  not  yet  conceived  the  idea  of  refufing  intercourfe  with 
thofe  to  whofe  contributions  they  had  fo  long  been  indebted.  They  accord- 
mg  y  commanded  Their  Secretary  to  return  an  anfwer  to  this  remonftrance,  in 
terms  fufficiently  decent  and  refpeftful,  intimating.  That  they  would  take  the 
u  jea  of  It  into  their  confideration.  A  month  elapfed,  however,  without 
any  apparent  progrefs  towards  redrefs.  The  patience  of  the  Students  was 
ex  anfled,  and  their  fufpicions  were  excited  by  a  negleft  which  aggravated 
the  mfult  they  had  already  received.  They  again  aflembled,  and  exprelTe^ 

if-  and  alar  this  conduft  naturally 

mfpired.  A  copy  of  thefe  refolutions  is  fubjoined. 


rc  the  Honourable  the  Managers  of  the  Royal  Infirmary. 


CC 


“  The  Students  of  Medicine  reprefent  to  the  Managers,  That  having  pa- 
tiently  waited  for  a  whole  month,  in  expeftation  of  a  decifive  anfwt  to 

«  W  this_  mode  of  acquainting  them,  that  they 

have  adopted  the  following  Refolutions :  - 


<c 


I.  That  the  privilege  of  vifiting  the  fick,  at  leaft  during  the  day  and 

examming  them  ourfelves,  is  indifpenf.bly  requifite,  in  order  to  derive  be¬ 
nefit  from  our  attendance  at  the  Hofpital. 


»  2  That  as  the  Managers  have  fo  long  deferred  the  reftitutlon  of  thefe 

privileges  we  have  reafon  to  apprehend  that  they  do  not  intend  to  reftore 
them  at  all. 


(C 


m 


And,  therefore* 


(  9  ) 

«  3-  That  we  will  withhold  our  future  contributions  to  the  Infirmary,  till 
“  the  faid  privileges  are  reftored. 

“  That,  unlefs  the  Managers  will  reftore  to  the  Students  the  right  of  at- 
«  tending  the  Hofpital,  and  examining  the  patients,  at  leafl  from  nine  in  the 
“  morning  to  eight  in  the  evening,  or  grant  fuch  redrefs  as  to  the  Com- 
“  mittee  fliall  appear  equivalent  to  this,  before  the  6th  day  of  September 
“  1785,  two  thoufand  copies  of  the  whole  proceedings  be  printed  at  the 
“  expence  of  the  meeting,  and  difiributed  among  the  Students,  in  order 
«  that  they  may  be  difperfed  as  widely  as  polfible  ;  and  that  a  fliort  account; 
“  of  the  proceedings  be  publiflied  in  the  Brltifti,  Irifli,  and  American  pa- 
“  pers,  and  the  periodical  publications  at  home  and  abroad. 

By  thefe  refolutions  the  attention  of  the  Managers  was  roufed.— An  an- 
fwer  was  palled  up  on  the  walls  of  the  Infirmary,  containing  a  fpecious  pa¬ 
rade  of  regulations,  mod  of  which  had  never  been  difputed  ;  and  of  concef- 
fions,  at  once  trifling  in  themfelves,  and  clogged  with  a  difgraceful  condition 
—The  clerks  of  the  houfe  were  appointed  to  watch  over  the  Students  in  their 

vifits. 

Wearied  with  an  intei^ourfe  which,  on  the  part  of  the  Managers,  confifl- 
ed  only  of  a  repetition  of  indignity  andevafion,  they  folicited  the  interpofition 
of  a  learned  and  refpeaable  body,  to  whofe  protedion  they  had  a  natural 
claim.  In  the  reprefentation  which  they  gave  in  to  the  Faculty  of  Medicine 
in  this  Univerfity,  they  propofed  an  alternative  ;  either  to  reftore  that  eafy  ac- 
cefs  to  the  Infirmary  they  had  fo  long  enjoyed;  or,  to  repeal  that  ftatute 
which  rendered  neceffary  to  graduation  an  attendance  no  longer  profitable* 

We  have  fubjoined  their  anfwer,  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  candour  and  urbanity 
of  an  illuftrious  body  ;  and  as  a  proof,  that  Students  of  Medicine  receive  from 
fome  ferfons  with  whom  they  are  connected,  other  language  than  that  of 

derifion  and  infult. 

C 
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Amv^ER/rm  the  Professors,  tafhe  Address  STUbENTs  e/" Medicine. 

“  The  Profeffors  of  Medicine  are  very  forry  to  find,  that  there  has  been 

«  any  mifunderllanding  between  the  Students  and  the  Managers  of  the  Royal 

»  Infirmary,  and  Ihould  be  happy  to  do  every  thing  in  thek  power  to  remove 
it. 

As  the  ProfeiTors  conceive,  that  fome  of  the  regulations  lately  made  by 
“  the  Managers  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  may  not  have  the  good  efiefls  which 
were  expefted  from  them,  and  that  others  of  them  may  be  attended  with 
“  inconveniencies  which  were  not  thought  of  at  firft,  they  mention  the  follow- 
“  mg  heads  of  regulation,  as  appearing  to  them  more  eligible,  not  likely  to  be 
“  prejudicial  to  the  patients,  and  fufficient  to  afford  the  Students  ample  op. 

“  portunity  for  inftruaion. 

I.  That  the  Students  be  allowed  a  morning  hour,  viz.  between  eleven 
and  twelve  o’clock,  befides  the  hour  from  twelve  to  two,  and  the  evening 
hours  from  fix  to  eight,  for  vifiting  the  patients. 

The  Profeffors  confider  the  hour  from  eleven  to  twelve  as  the  propereft 

morning  hour  that  can  be  allowed  the  Students  for  vifiting  the  patients,  as 

2  it  is  conneffed  with  the  hour  of  the  public  vifit  of  the  Phyficians  and  Sur- 

geons,  and  therefore  will  not  give  the  Students  any  additional  trouble  in 

J  going  to  and  from  the  Hofpital ;  as  the  patients  will  be  dillurbed  but  once, 

“  mftead  of  twice  in  the  forenoon  ;  and  as,  the  Wards  may  be  always,  well 

«  cleaned,  and  thoroughly  ventilated,  before  the  Students  enter  them.  The 

“  .expediency  of  this  caution,  and  the  bad  confequences  that  proceed  from 

"  the  negka  of  it,  are  ^as  well  kno.wn  to  the  Students  as  they  are  to.  the 
ProfeiTors. 

«  “  That,  at  thefe  vifits,  the  Students  have  the  liberty  of  examining  the 
patients  dircffly,  md  not  through  the  intervention  of  a  Clerk.. 

■  The  ii 
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«  The  ProfdTors  need  fcarce  fay,  that  if  the  Managers  grant  this,  it  niuft 

be  in  confidence  that  the  Students  "will  ufe  the  liberty  allowed  them  with 
“  caution  and  prudence,  and  due  attention  to  the  infirm  condition  of  many 

‘‘  of  the  patients. 

“  3.  That  the  Students  have  admiffion  to  the  Infirmary  from  four  to  five 
«  o’clock,  to  fee  the  lelTer  operations  performed  by  the  Dreffers,  as  formerly. 

«  4.  That  the  Students  have  admiffion  to  the  Infirmary  at  all  times  when 
“  patients  are  brought  in,  in  confequence  of  fudden  accidents,  as  well  as  to 
“  all  diffeftions ;  of  which  laft  due  notice  is  to  be  given,  as  formerly. 

«  5.  That  the  journals  of  the  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  praaice  be  open 
«  to  the  Students  at  all  hours,  from  nine  in  the  morning  till  eight  at  night, 
«  excepting  only  from  twelve  to  three,  and  the  time  that  the  Clerks  go  their 
«  evening  rounds ;  at  which  times  the  books  muff  neceffarily  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  Clerks,  and  of  the  Apothecary. 

“  The  Profeffors  wifh  to  know  if  there  be  any  thing  further  which  the 
•“  Students  think  neceflary  for  their  inftruaion  ;  as  they  will  gladly  recom- 
“  mend  to  the  Managers  the  preceding  regulations,  and  any  others  that  may^ 
“  be  ufeful  to  the  Students,  and  not  hurtful  to  the  patients. 


“  The  Profeffors  muft-mention,  however,  that  far  from  having  any  right 
“  to  direa  the  management  of  the  Hofpital,  they  are  not  even  entitled  to 
“  fuggeft  any  thing  to  the  Managers  relating  to  it ;  and  when  they  take  this 
“  liberty,  it  mull  be  confiding  in  die  candour  of  the  Managers,  and  their 
“  readinefs  to  liflen  to  any  fuggellions  that  are  meant  for  the  good,  of  the  m- 
“  ftitution  over  which  they  prefide.  And  it  would  be  unreafonablc  to  expea, 
“  that  they  fliould  grant  any  indulgence  that  was  not  plainly  neceffary  for 
«  the  inflruaion  of  Students,  or  that  was  inconfiftent  with  the  welfare  of  the 

"  patients.* 

“  The  Students  muff  confider  too,  that  none  can  have  any  right,  or  ought 
«■  to- have  any  privilege,  about  the  Infirtnary,.- that  is  mecafiftent  with  tlia 


■(  12  )' 

good  of  the  patients.  If  the  accommodation  of  the  Profeffors,  and  the  in- 
“  ftriiftion  of  the  Students,  fliould  ever  be  found  in  any  refpefl  incompatible 
with  the  immediate  interefls  of  humanity,  there  can  be  no  doubt  which 
muft  be  preferred.  And  in  that  cafe,  W'hich  the  ProfefTors  hope  will  ne- 
ver  occur,  they  and  the  Students  mufl  be  content  to  have  accefs  to  the 
Hofpital  on  fuch  terms  as  the  Managers  could  with  propriety  allow  them. 

The  prafhce  of  the  Students  having  accefs  to  the  Hofpital  at  all  hours, 
«  which  had  gradually  crept  in,  was  neceffarily  attended  with  much  inconve- 
nience  to  the  patients.  This  being  more  and  more  felt  and  complained  of, 
fomc  regulations  concerning  the  attendance  of  the  Students  became  abfo- 
lutely  necelTary. 

The  Profelfors  have  no  doubt  that  regulations  may  be  framed,  allowing 
every  opportunity  of  inflruaion  to  the  Students,  that  is  confident  with  the 
good  of  the  patients ;  which  they  are  perfuaded  is  all  that  the  Students  can 
defire.  It  would  be  needlefs  and  improper  to  requeft  of  the  Managers 
completely  to  refeind  their  late  regulations,  and  to  place  things  exa^ly  on 
the  former  footing ;  as  it  would  be  injurious  to  them  to  fuppofe,  that,  at 
the  requed  of  any  fet  of  men,  they  diould  either  do  what  they  judged  to 
be  wrong,  or  negleft  what  they  judged  to  be  right,  in  the  difeharge  of 
their  important  trud. 

With  refpeft  to  the  manner  in  which  the  late  regulations  of  the  Mana- 
“  gers  of  the  Infirmary  were  fird  exprelfed,  and  which  the  Students  have  con- 
fidered  as  fo  unjud  and  injurious  to  them ;  as  the  Profedbrs  are  fare  that 
the  Managers  did  not  mean  to  give  any  offence  to  the  Students,  or  to  throw 
any  refleflion  on  them,  they  are  perfuaded  that  any  exprefiion  in  thofe  re- 
gulations,  which  the  Students  could  complain  of,  mud  have  proceeded 
“  merely  from  hade  and  inadvenency. 

With  refpefl  to  the  requed  of  the  Students  to  the  College,  “  no  longer 
to  confider  attendance  at  the  Infirmary  as  neceffary  to  graduation,’’  they 
mud  recolleft,  that  fuch  attendance,  and  clinical  indru^Hon,  which  cannot 
be  obtained  without  it,  have  long  been  regarded  as  very  important  parts  of 


«  medical  education.  This  opinion-lias  been  fully  confirmed  by  many  years 
«  experience  in  this  Univerfity ;  and  the  truth  of  it  is  now  univerfiilly  acknoW- 
«  ledged.  In  confequence  of  this,  it  was  enaaed  by  the  Univerfity,  That  no 
«  Student  (liould  be  admitted  to  examination  till  he  firft  had  had  the  opportu- 
«  nity  of  fuch  inftruaion.  The  Profeffors  cannot  alter  either  their  own  opi- 
«  nion  or  that  of  the  public  at  large,  on  this  point.  If  they  were  to  fay,  that 
«  fuch'inftruaion  is  not  neceffary  to  a  Phyfician,  or  that  it  is  lefs  necelfary 
«  now  than  it  was  a  year  ago,  they  would  gain  no  credit  with  any  body,  an 
«  the  Students  themfelves  could  not  fail  to  know  that  they  would  deferve 

none, 

By  order  of  the  Profeffors  of  Medicine, 

•  f 

(Signed)  JAMES  GREGORY,  F.  M.  D.  p.  t. 

t 

»  ' 

Edinburgh^  Augujl  30.  1785. 


The  Committee  of  Students  returned  the  following  reply  : 


To.ihe  Learned  and  Re/peBable  Professors  o/Medicine. 


Gentlemen,  -  ^  € 

«  for  your  offer  of  doing  every  thing  in  your  power  to  obtain  a  redre  s 

of  the  injury  and  infult  which  they  lately  received  from  the  Mana^ 

«  Infirmary,  the  Students  muff  certainly  be  very  thankful. 

5our  intemions  is  abundantly  manifeft  in  the  regulations 
contain  almoft  every.thing  which  the  Students,  m  their  a  c.^aents 

quire.  We  truft,  therefore,  that  if  the  Managers?  comp  y, 

‘  will  be  fatisfied. 


(C 


cc 


..  EOT  Ihoold  experience  difcoeer,  .to  tie  toe  atoto  f»' 
n  lients,  during  the  clinical  kanrcs,  is  not  fnlEc.ent,  t»e  hope  anot  e 
..  Z  5  .0  6  in  to  afternoon)  cih  be  added  to  tote  you  propofe.  Yim 
..  tell  know,  that,  during  to  winter,  difereut  Students  are  engaged  a.  very 


^‘jiiiiffirent  hours. 


“  Of  the  regulations  of  June  the  5th,  the  alterations  made  hy  the  Mana^ 
«  gws  dimlnifli  the  injury,  but  encreafe  the  infuk.  Ifthe  feelings  of  a  liberal 
mind  had  been  confulted,  to  watch  the  Students  the  Clerks  of  the  Infirmary 
“  tyould  never  have  been  appointed.  You  view  the  fubjeft  in  its  proper 
light ;  arid  your  regulations,  if  they  are  adopted,  will  reftore  the  Students 
to  the  level  which  they  have  never  forfeited. 

That  the  Students,  when  they  requefted  the  College  to  confider  attend- 

“  ance  at  the  Infirmary  not  neceffary  to  graduation,  were  convinced  of  the 

“  important  utility  of  clinical  inftruftion,  cannot  be  doubted.  They  were 

«  determined,  however,  to  forego  advantages,  rather  than  fubmit  to  infults. 

They  -would  beforry  to  lea-ve  their  old  and  refpedled  mafters  ;  but,  if  your 

‘‘  laws  render  fubmijlon  to  indignities  neceffary  to  graduation,  what  mujl  be 

‘  the  confequence  ?  Let  us  not,  by  refleaion,  anticipate  evils.  Your  media- 

-  tion  may  fettle  our  differences :  It  will,  at  leall,  add  to  the  obligations  we 
already  owe. 

I 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

(Signed)  THOMAS  BEDDOES.” 

On  the  fuggeffion  of  the  Profeffors,  the  obnoxious  regulations  were  at 
length  repealed ;  and  the  final  determination  of  the  Managers  to  that  effea  was 
communicated  to  our  Prefident  by  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  with 
a  requeft  that  he  would  lay  it  before  the  Committee. 


To  Mr  BEDDOES. 

Dr  Gregory  offers  bell  compliments  to  Mr  Beddoes ;  informs  him, 

“  That  he  has  this  moment  received  a  letter  from  the  Managers  of  the  Roy- 
“  al  Infirmary,  mentioning,  that  at  their  meeting  to-day.  they  agreed  to  make 
«  the  alterations  and  additions,  with  refpea  to  the  attendance  of  Students  at 
“  the  Infirmary,  which  were  propofed  by  the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  and  ap. 

“  proved  by  the  Committee  of  Students;  and  defiringhim  to  communicate  this 
“  intelligence  to  the  Students.” 

St  John’s  Street,  Mondav  Settemher  cth  S  _ _ .  j 


The  deliberations  of  the  Students  having  thus  happily  and  honourably  ter¬ 
minated,  their  views  were  not  limited  to  the  prefent  moment. — It  was  propo- 
led,  that  the  union  which  injury  had,  on  this  occafion,  produced,  and  the  ef- 
fefts  of  whole  exertions  had  been  fo  important,  lliould  be  rendered  perma¬ 
nent  and  regular.— The  propriety  of  fuch  a  fuggeftion  was  foon  difcerned.  It 
was  eafy  to  recolleft,  that  in  every  iiiftitution  where  power  has  been  entruft- 
ed  to  individuals  or  bodies,  oppreffion  had  been  fometiraes  prafticed,  and 
grievance's  fometlmes  endured ;  and,  as  thefe  have  ever  become  enormous 
where  complaint  is  denied,  it  feemed  expedient,  that  a  mode  of  intercourfe 
llsouid  exift,  that  might  enable  Students  to  addrefs  thofe  who  are  connected 
with  medical  education,  by  which  candour  might  be  informed,  and  injury  re- 
pelled.  Every  individual  looked  forward,  with  confidence,  to  the  united  ex¬ 
ertions  of  thofe,  with  whom  he  was  connefied  by  the  fame  liberal  purfuits,  to 
proteft  him  from  attacks  to  which,  without  that  alliftance,  he  muft  have  yield¬ 
ed.  They  indulged  neither  an  unpleafmg  nor  an  improper  fentiment,  when  they 
hoped,  that  a  Student  might,  in  the  affembly  of  his  brethren,  difcern  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  body  of  which  he  was  a  member,.and  learn  to  affert  his  own  dig- 
nity.  Befides  thefe  confiderations,  the  friends  of  the  union  did  not  fad  to 
urge  the  virtual  approbation  that  the  Profeflbrs  and  Managers  of  the  Infirma¬ 
ry  had  given  to  fuch  meafures,  by  correfpondence  and  recognition.  They 
could  not  doubt  that,  as  the  reprefentation  of  the  affociated  Students  had 
correfted  the  error  of  the  Managers  in  their  regulations  concerning  the  pu- 
pils  of  the  Hofpital,  thefe  gentlemen  would  defire  the  continuance  of  the  m- 
ftitution,  in  order  to  afford  to  their  fucceffors  the  fame  alfiftanee  in  their  delibe- 
rations.  Influenced  by  thefe  reafdns,  the  Students  of  Medicine  in  this  Uni- 
verfity  unanimoufly  refolved.  That  a  general  meeting  of  their  body  lliould  be 
held  annually.  They  appointed  their  Prefident  and  a  Committee  to  watch  o- 
ver  their  interefls  in  the  interval  between  the  times  of  affembling ;  and  they 
gave  them  a  power  to  fummon  them  occafionally,  lliould  any  emergency  lequirc 
it.  The  gentlemen  whom  they  honoured  by  placing  in  thefe  offices,  had  flat- 
tered  themfelves,  that  no  occafion  could  have  rendered  it  neceffary  for  them  to 
diffurb  the  quiet,  or  interrupt  the  purfuits  of  their  fellow-Students,  and  that  they 
might  have  again  met  them  with  the  pleafing  reports  of  profperity  and  peace. 
-  In  fuch  expeftations,  however,  they  have  been  unfortunately  difappointed.  An 
KXatkas  happened,  which,  though  it.has  dilturbed  this  tranquillity,  yet,ia 
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tiic  iii3.y  not  be  picjudicial  to  their  body.  The  bonds  of  union  which 
the  attack  of  the  Managers  had  the  former  year  produced,  have  been  drawn 

{till  clofer  by  a  frefli  repetition  of  injury  and  infult  from  the  fame  hand  that  in- 
flid'ed  the  lall. 

A  Summons  had  been  received  by  one  of  our  number,  to  attend  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  meeting  of  the  Managers  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  held  on  Monday  the 
14th  of  Auguft,  in  confequence  of  an  accufation  exhibited  againft  him  by  the 
Corporation  of  Surgeons.  The  refentment  of  that  body  was,  it  feems,  exci¬ 
ted,  by  fome  altercation  which  had  taken  place  in  the  Operating  Room  of  the 
Hofpital,  between  one  of  their  members  and  this  gentleman.  As  we  had  ho- 
ped,  from  our  union,  not  only  protection,  but  to  repixfs  irregularity  by  the 
weight  of  public  opinion,  the  Committee  conceived  that  they  would  fulfil  both 
objects  of  the  inflitution,  by  inveftigating  the  circumflances  that  gave  rife  to 
this  complaint.  The  perfon  accufed  did  not  decline  the  ferutiny  of  fo  natural 
a  tribunal.  They  requefled  that  the  Students  who  had  been  prefent  would 
communicate  to  them  every  information  refpeCting  this  bufinefs  neceffary  to 
guide  their  judgment.  A  number  of  refpectable  gentlemen  complied  with  the 
requifition ;  and,  induced  by  their  accurate  and  uniform  tefiimony,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  had  no  hefitation  in  unanimoufly  approving  the  conduCI  of  Mr  *. 

On  fuch  an  occafion,  when  the  enmity  of  one  body  was  avowed,  and  that  of 
anoAer  not^ambiguoufly  threatened,  againft  an  individual  whofe  behaviour  we 
had  thus  approved,  it  was  part  of  our  duty,  and  cannot  be  deemed  premature, 
if  we  afforded  him  ewery  afliftance  in  a  conteft  fo  unequal.  To  have  addreffed 
our  fentiments  to  the  public,  in  the  form  of  refolutions,  would  at  this  period 
have  been  indelicate.  We  conceived  a  reprefentation  to  the  Managers  the 
moft  refpeCffpl  way  of  conveying  to  them  that  information  which  we  had  re¬ 
ceived  ;  and,  by  thus  oppofmg  to  the  accufation  faCfs  of  unqueftionable  autho- 
rityj  we  wiflied  to  jilace  oiirfclves  in  the  light  of  counfel  for  the  accufed.  The 
Corporation  of  Surgeons  deemed  private  difference  an  objea  of  general  fefent- 
ment.  Ihe  body  of  Students  claimed  an  equal  right  to  feel  an  affront  offered  ■ 

to 

*  As  every  part  of  this  tranfadion,  which  regards  the  young  Gentleman  originally  concerned,  ^ 
las  been  amicably  terminated,  it  has  been  thought  proper  not  to  offend  his  delicacy  4 


(  ) 

to  one  of  their  number  as  a  public  injury.  Excited  by  wliat  they  conceived 
to  be  an  infult  to  a  Surgeon,  the  one  body  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  Mana¬ 
gers  as  accufers ;  the  other  thought  themfelves  equally  juflified  in  appealing 
to  the  fame  tribunal  in  defence.  They  then  knew  of  no  title  by  which  the 
complaint  of  the  Surgeons  deferved  to  be  heard  in  preference  to  their  repre- 
fentation.  Under  thefe  impreffions,  the  following  addrefs  was  tranfmitted  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Managers,  in  order  to  be  laid  before  them  on  the  day  ap- 

I 

pointed  for  confidering  this  accufatiom 


To  the  Managers  of  the  Royal  Infirmary, 


The  Representation  of  the  Committee  of  the  Associated  Students.- 

««  THE  Committee'  elected  by  the  Students  of  Medicine,  for  the  purpofc 
of  preferving  a  regular  intercourfe  with  the  refpe£lable  bodies  who  prelidc 
over  Medical  education  in  this  Univerfity,  have  learned  with  regret,  that 
a  complaint  againft  one  of  their  number  has  been  prefented  by  the  Collegc^ 
of  Surgeons,  to  the  Managers  of  the  Royal  Infirmary. 

\ 

The  importance  of  fuch  an  accufation  feemed  to  demand  an  enquiry, 
which  fiiould  terminate  either  in  the  cenfure  of  an  unworthy  member,  of 
the  fupport  of  one  of  our  brethren,  opprelfed  in  an  unequal  conteft. 

Under  thefe  impreffions,  the  Committee  have  laboured  to  difeover  the 
«  true  ftate  of  this  matter,  from  the  teftimony  of  feveral  Gentlemen  who 
were  prefent ;  and  they  now  beg  leave  to  lay  the  refult  of  their  enquiry 
before  the  Managers.  They  cannot  doubt,  that  they  will  be  acquitted  of 
prefumption,  for  offering  a  detail  of  fa^ls,  which  they  conceive  may  tend 
to  obviate  mifconception ;  and  they  cannot  think  it  neceffary  to  propofe 
any  excufe,  for  urging  whatever  appears  to  them  to  juftify  the  conduct  of 

their  friend  and  fellow  Student. 


i  ) 


S( 


They  therefore  reprefent. 


it 


^  That  whatever  written  ftatutes  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  might  enjoin  pti.- 
pils  to  be  uncovered  at  operations,  it  appears  from  very  copious  evidence, 
tiiat  they  have  been  neither  generally  known  nor  obeyed.  All  the  Gentle¬ 
men  who  have  been  confulted  agree,  that  they  have  been  accudiomed  to 
confider  the  Operation  Room  as  a  place  of  public  rcfort,  where  the  fame 
indiflerence  with  refpe£l:  to  this  circiimflanee  of  decorum  is  permitted,  am. 
IS  ufnal  in  the  Medical  ClalTcs.  From  the  teflimony  of  feveral  Gentlemen, 
it  appears,  that  on  the  day  when  the  tranfa^lion  happened,  which  furnifli- 
ed  the  grounds  of  this  complaint,  the  pupils  were  fitting  as  they  were  ac- 
cuftomed,  lome  covered,  and  fo me  uncovered,  when  Mr  Wood  entered 
the  Theatie.  His  iirfl  addrefs  to  the  alfembly,  was  an  injun<51:ion  to  take 
off  their  hats.  It  was  delivered  in  a  tone  and  manner,  which  the  Students  felt 
«  as  little  fuited  to  that  politenefs,  with  which  they  had  been  accudomed  to 
«  be  treated  as. Gentlemen;  to  that  hofpitality,  which  they  might  perhaps  have 
«  expefled  asffrangers;  or  that  liberal  and  equal  intercourfe,  which  they  con. 
ceive  feould  fubfiil  among  men  cultivating  the  Hme  honourable  profeffion, 
and  deilined  to  fill  a  fimilar  rank  in  life.  This  injiuuhiion  was  generally,  but 
'  not  umverfilly  obeyed.  He  then  pointed  his  finger,  with  a  contemptuous 
fide-look  to  Mr  — —  one  of  the  Gentlemen  who  had  refufed  obedience ; 

“  and,  with  the  fame  tone,  twice  commanded  him  to  take  off  his  hat.  Mr 
''  *“ —  replied,  in  a  manner,  which  we  cannot  help  thinking  manly  and 
proper.  Sir,  I  will  not ;  if  you  had  ailted  me  like  a  Gentleman,  I 
would.”  Mr  Wood  then  threatened  him  with  confeqiiences,  which  our 
refpea:  for  the  equity  of  the  Managers-  will  not  permit  us  even  to  mention. 

In  behalf  of  IMi  ?  heg  leave  to  urge,  that,  like  other  Gentlemen, 

he  wms  ignorant  of  the  exiflence  of  the  law,  and  had  been  a  witnefs  of  its  . 
“  neglea:  :  That  he  was  not  in  a  fituation  to  interrupt  the  view  of  any  Gen- 

tleman.  That  thus  ignorant  of  the  exigence  of  the  law,  or  of  any  authority  in 

“  the  perfon  who  enforced  it,  and  unacquainted  with  that  Gentleman,  there- 
fore  unable  to  make  allov/ance  for  any  peculiarities  of  manner  which  his 

frlcadSi 


<c 
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friends  may  have  been  accuftomed  to  indulge  5  it  is  not  furprifing,  that  he 
ihould  have  refufed  obedience  to  a  command  which  he  mud  have  regarded 
«  as  arbitrary,  and  perhaps  capricious. 


If  we  can  trud  any  thing  to  the  re£titude  of  our  own  feelings,  if  we  can' 
conclude  any  thing  from  the  indignation  that  was  fo  warmly  expreffed  by  our 
friends  who  were  prefent,  we  cannot  perfuade  ourfelves,  that  thofe  ho- 
«  nourable  and  refpcaable  Gentlemen,  to  whom  we  addrefs  ourfelves,  diould 

ic  ]y[r  _  to  have  been  indiderent  on  this  occafionj  or  would 

«  cenfure  a  condua,  which  only  implied  a  jud  fenfe  of  what  he  conceived  to 
be  indignity#  We  have  not,  therefore,  the  lead  reluaance  in  committing 
our  own  dignity,  and  that  of  our  friend,  to  the  honour  and  equity  of  the 
Managers.  Nothing  can  be  a  higher  proof  of  our  confidence  in  the  im- 
partiality  and  candour  of  that  body,  than  the  freedom  with  which  we  de- 
liver  our  fentiments  of  the  condua  of  one  of  its  members.  We  trud  that 
»  we  have  faid  nothing  inconfident  with  that  high  and  fincere  refpea  which  we 
«  entertain  for  the  College  of  Surgeons,  which  increafes  not  a  little  our  for- 
row  for  an  accufation  from  fo  refpeaable'  a  body.  We  profefs  our  inten- 
^‘  -tion  to  pay  exaa  obedience  to  the  regulations  of  the  Royal  Infirmary. 

We  beg  leave,  finally,  to  declare  our  entire  approbation  of  the  condua  oF 
. and  ourrefolution  to  fuffer  with  him.’^ 


(Signed)  Raines  MackintoJIo* 
Richard  Millar^ 
John  Hajlam* 
Henry  Luxmore*. 
Thomas  Burnfidc, 


John  Dobfo7U 
John  Lane, 

Theobald  N[‘‘Kentia> 
Thomas  Pyjii  Weeks, 

William  Alexander,  Chairman*. 


(  20  ) 

The  Students  Were  abundantly  fatisfied  with  tlie  iffiie  of  this  bufmefs,  in  fo 

far  as  it  related  to  Mr - .  His  Judges  excufed  him  from  any  perfonal 

apology,  upon  declaring  that  he  meant  no  infult  to  them,  or  the  body  that  ac- 

cufed  him.  It  may,  perhaps,  appear  wonderful,  how  the  difavowal  of  fenti- 

ments,  which  could  never  have  been  imputed  to  him,  without  abfurdity,  llrould 

have  been  at  one  time  the  only  motive  of  a  formal  complaint  from  the  College  ‘ 

of  Surgeons,  and  an  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  Managers  of  the  Royal  In- 
firmary. 


After  a  decifion  fo  equitable  concerning  an  individual,  the  Students  could 
hardly  have  fufpeaed  that  their  refentment  was  again  to  be  excited,  and  their 
avocations  dillurbed,  by  a  wanton  and  infolent  attack  upon  their  whole  body. 

It  was  not,  therefore,  without  aftonilliment,  that  they  heard  the  following  letter 
communicated  to  them  by  their  Prelident : 
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“  S  I  R, 

I  received  your  letter,  dated  this  morning ;  in  confequence  of  which  I 
produced  the  letter  therein  inclofed,  addreffed  to  the  Managers  of  the  Roy. 
al  Infirmary,  at  their  extraordinary  meeting  held  here  this  day.  But,  a? 
you  were  pleafed  to  inform  me,  that,  in  faid  letter,  a  Committee  of  AlTocia. 

ted  Students  had  given  their  opinion  of  the  conduft  of  Mr _ ,  one  of 

the  Students,  in  the  Operation  Room, 

The  Managers  knowing  nothing  of  any  body  diftinguiflted  by  the  name 
of  Aflbciated  Students ;  and  prefuming,  that  they  are  capable  of  conduft. 
ing  their  own  affairs,  without  any  opinion  from  them,  they  have  direfted 

me  to  return  your  letter  unopened,  which  I  therefore  now  take  the  liber- 
ty  of  enclofing,  and  am  refpe£lfully. 


cc 


"(Signed) 

■Royal  Infirmary,  14th  Augujl,  1786. 


“SIR, 

Your  obedient  humble  lervant, 

RO.  BOSWELL.” 


To  wipe  off  the  ftain  that  had  been  thus  call  upon  them,  the  Committee 
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They  accordingly  fummoned  a  general  meeting  of  the  whole  body,  to  be 
held  on  Saturday  the  19th  of  Auguft,  in  which  they  were  gratified  with  the 
moft:  entire  approbation  of  every  meafure  that  had  been  taken.  At  the  fame 
meeting,  after  a  full  difcuffion  of  the  whole  tranfaftion,  the  Students  of  Me¬ 
dicine  in  the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  UNANIMOUSLY  agreed  to  the 
following  refolutions : 

1.  Unanimously,  That  a  letter  figned,  Ro,  Bofwell^  received  by 
the  Prefident  of  this  meeting,  and  faid  to  be  written  by  order  of  the 
Managers  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  contains  an  unmerited  infult  upon  the 
body  of  Students  and  their  Committee,  as  well  as  aflertions  injurious  to 
the  privileges  of  the  Students  of  Medicine  in  this  Univerfity. 

2.  Resolved  therefore  unanimously.  That  the  Managers  having  re- 
fufed  to  open  the  reprefentation  of  the  Committee  of  Students,  under  pre¬ 
tence  that  they  knew  nothing  of  any  fuch  body,”  did  virtually  deny  to  the 
Students  of  Medicine  in  this  Univerfity,  that  right  of  deliberating  and  a£i;ing 
together,,  which  they  themfelves  had,  on  a  former  occafion,  repeatedly  recog- 
nifed,  and  which  the  Students  conceive  to  be  the  undoiibted  right  of  all  per- 
fons  who  may  have  a  common  interefi. 

3.  Unanimously,  That  the  Managers  having  refufed  to  hear  our  repre¬ 
fentation,  under  pretence  that  the  Students  had  no  right  to  interfere  in  their 
affairs,  do  evidently  confound  the  peculiar  bufinefs  of  the  Infirmary,  in  which 
no  Student  ever  pretended  to  intermeddle,  with  that  part '  of  it  which  re¬ 
lates  to  the  conduft  of  the  Students ;  as  if  the  reprefentation  of  the  Students 
could,  without  the  mofi;  glaring  abfurdity,  be  confidered  more  in  the  light  of 
an  interference  with  their  bufinefs,  than  the  complaint  of  the  corporation  of 
Surgeons. 

4.  Unanimously,  That  the  Managers  having  thus  attempted,  both  by 
precluding  all  intercourfe  with  the  Students,  and  confequently  all  complaints 
in  cafe  of  grievances,  to  eflablifii  a  precedent  which  may  countenance  future 
oppreffion,  it  has  become  necefiary  for  the  Students  publicly  to  aiTert  thofe 
rights  to  deliberate  together,  as  well  as  to  addrefs  the  different  bodies  with 
whom  their  education  has  conne£led  them,  which  they  find  fo  unjuflly  and 
arrogantly  denied. 


wanneft  wiflies  for  its  profperlty,  and  the  higheil:  reverence  for  its  refpeaablc 

Profeffors. 

6.  Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Meeting  be  given 
to  the  Chairman  and  Secretary. 

7.  Unanimously,  That  thefe  Refolutions,  with  a  narrative  of  the  whole 
tranfadipns,  be  immediately  publifhed. 

Signed  in  name,  and  by  appointment  of  the  Students, 

William  Alexander,  Chairman# 
Richard  Millar,  Secretary, 

However  painful  the  ta/Ic,  neceffity  impofes  it ;  and  the  Students  of  Medi* 
cine  in  the  Univerhty  of  Edinburgh,  in  juftice  both  to  themfelves,  and  to  thofc 
who  may  fucceed  them,  have  been  thus  compelled  to  lay  before  the  public 
an  account  of  the  injurious  treatment  they  have  twice  experienced  from  the 
Managers  of  the  Infirmary.  The  manner  in  which  they  behaved  to  our  Com¬ 
mittee  was  grofs  and  indecent.  To  have  excufed  that  behaviour  by  fuch 
pretexts  was  infulting  to  our  underftanding.  ^  They  affeded  not  to  recognife 
that  body  with  which  they  had  fo  lately  correfponded,  becaiife  the  Students 
happened  to  apply  to  themfelves  the  epithet  afociated^  not  furely  with  any 
pretence  to  a  mmen  juris ^  but  to  exprefs  a  fa£l:,  that  they  had  exerted  the 
natural  rights  of  men,  in  deliberating  together  concerning  their  common  in- 
tereft.  How  fo  paltry  an  evafion  could  have  crept  into  the  deliberation  of  a 
refpe£Iable  body,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive.  Were  conjectures  allowable,  we 
might  perhaps  fuppofe  it  the  fuggeftiofi  of  an  eminent  Author,  whofe  pen  has 
often  foftened,  by  its  elegance,  the  deformities  of  opprellion  ;  but  has  ever 
recognifed,  with  reluClance,  on  more  important  occafions  than  the  prefent, 
the  right  of  oppofition  to  the  aCls  of  efiablifhed  government.  Nor  has  the 
conduct  of  the  Managers  been  lefs  unreafonable  than  unjuft.  They  had  heard 
an  accufation,  and  liftened  not  to  defence.  They  affumed  the  character  of  a 
court  of  juftice,  yet  refufed  to  hear  evidence  5  and  they  are  not  afhamed  to 
avow  it. 

But  the  letter  they  tranfmitted  to  us  is  flill  more  reprehenfible  on  another 
account.  It  is  attended  with  the  peculiarly  oppreffive  effeCt  of  preventing 


mufl:  either  filently  acqulefce  under  fophidry  and  infult,  or  by  thus  addreffing 
the  Managers  as  part  of  the  public,  convey  to  them  an  unanimous  diffent  a- 

gainft  their  condu<a. 

Although  prudence  has  concealed  the  real  reafons  which  produced  the 
attacks  of  this  and  the  preceding  year  againft  the  Students,  yet  the  whifper 
of  retainers  has  not  been  wanting  either  in  their  defence,  oi  in  propagating 

bafe  and  dilhonourable  pretexts.  ^  . 

paifed  over^thefe  in  hlence,  their  meannefs  and  ambiguous  origin 
might  perhaps  have  juflified  the  omiffion.  Our  fenfe  of  duty,  however,  pre¬ 
vails  over  contempt ;  and  we  will  not  refufe  to  expofe  them,  without  com¬ 
mentary  or  refutation,  to  complete  the  picture  of  the  confiftency  of  thefe 
Gentlemen.  Offending  againft  all  diftindtions  of  language,  they  refufe  to  hear 
the  complaints  of  the  Students,  under  pretence  that  they  will  not  fuffer  dic¬ 
tates.  They  hope  to  exercife  oppreffion,  with  eafe  and'  impunity,  againO:  a 
flu61:uating  body,  incapable,  as  they  think,  of  oppofing  to  them  any  regular 
or  permanent  refiftance.  They  ‘do  not  even  difdain  that  inhofpitable  viftory, 
which  power  dnd  reputation  may  readily  obtain  over  defencelefs  and  unfriend¬ 
ed  flrangers.  But  the  laft  motive  of  their  condud  conveys  an  imputation  of 
a  blacker  kind.  It  is  equally  mean  with  the  others,  but  it  is  meannefs  aggra¬ 
vated  by  ingratitude.  The  funds  of  the  Hofpital  are,  it  feems,  at  prefent  in  a 
flourifliing  condition  *  ;  The  contributions  of  the  Students,  are,  on  that  ac¬ 
count,  lefs  necelfary ;  and,  the  prudence  of  the  Managers  fuggefts,  that  an  e- 
quitablc  attention  to  their  interefts  is  by  no  means  fo  indifpenfible  as  in  for¬ 
mer  times.  Forgetful,  therefore,  of  the  liberal  fupport  we  have  long  afford¬ 
ed,  unmindful  of  the  promifes  they  have  held  out  to  us  f,  and  regardlefs  of  the 
interefts  of  the  Univerfity,  (for  where  gratitude  is  wanting,  it  is  vain  to  look 

for  patriotifm),  they  are  not  afliamed  to  avow  the  bafe  defign  of  excluding  us 

for 


*  The  language  of  the  Managers  is  extremely  different  in  their  own  publication  formerly  allu¬ 
ded  to,  where  they  lament  the  infufficiency  of  the  funds  of  the  Hofpital,  and  hold  it  out  to  the 
world  as  ftill  the  objed  both  of  public  and  private  charity.  (See  Hijlory  of  Royal  Infirmary^  p.  32.) 


for  ever  from  alt  benefits  of  the  Infirmary.  That  fuch  a  propoi&l  has  been 
agitated  among  them,  we  affert  upon  unqueftionable  authority  *.  It  js  more 
than  probable,  that  the  injuries  of  the  prefent  and  preceding  year,  may  have 
been  but  the  preludes  to  this  laft  of  outrages  it  is  in  their  power  to  com¬ 
mit  againft  us. 

f 

But  whatever  be  the  period  they  have  fixed  upon  for  putting  this  fcherae 
in  execution,  and,  if  we  may  judge  of  the  future  by  the  paft,  it  cannot  be  far 
difiant,  we  fliall  take  care  that  a  timely  hint  of  fuch  intentions  fliall  not  be 
wanting  to  our  fucceflbrs.  The  prefent  publication  fliall  be  tranfmitted,  not 
only  to  every  School  of  Medicine  in  the  Britifli  Iflands  and  America  ;  it  (hall 
be  difperfed  through  every  Univcrfrty  in  Europe.  Strangers  fliall  at  leafl:  be 

I 

informed,  that  if  they  expe<fl;  the  fame  opportunities  of  improvement,  and  the 

« 

fame  advantages,  which  were  formerly  derived  from  the  Infirmary,  a  body  of 
men  prefides  over  the  Ihftitution,  who  are  willing  to  convert  thofe  advantages, 
and  thefe  opportunities  of  improvement,  into  mean  and  ungenerous  inflruments 
of  infult  and  oppreiTion. 


^  So  prevalent  is  this  fpirit  of  excluding  the  Students  among  thefe  Gentlemen,  that  one  of 
them  having  propofed  it,  another  obferved  with  warmth,  That  the  **  fooner  the  doors  of  th-e 
Houfe  were  fhut  againft  the  Students,  the  better.”  Some  remains  of  decency,  however,  may 
have  prevented  fo  violent  a  meafure  from  being  inmisdiatdy  complied  with. 


